Reflections on the Virtues Mentorship Gathering

at Tauhara, Taupo  28/30 October 2005

An email advising me of the forthcoming Virtues Mentorship programme arrived in August and I am extremely grateful for the universe conspiring to get me there.

This weekend was organized by the Taupo Virtues Connection in conjunction with the Virtues Trust from Wellington.

Already residing in Auckland for the summer, I travelled by bus from Auckland to

Taupo on Friday 28 October.   Barry Kerr picked me up from the “Replete” café,

apparent local “office” for many Taupo residents at the Gathering.  Tauhara is a purpose built retreat/conference area with a large “gathering” room, a smaller sitting room, amazing kitchen/dining facilities, library and accommodation ranging from marae style to 2 bedroom cottages to bunk rooms for 4 with shared bathroom facilities.   I chose the bunkroom option and my room mate was Dorothy from Whiritoa (Bay of Plenty) who as a retired teacher helps out at her local school.

Lynne from Wellington, Penny from Oz, and myself were taken under Judy’s wing and whisked off to a café just down the road that opened two days previously. It’s owned by an artist whose specialty is mosaics and so even the furniture is mosaic – awesome. A lovely welcome and soft meeting of a few people instead of everybody en masse at once.

At 5.30pm we all gathered in the large room – some still to arrive but in the main most were there. It was just an overview, introduction etc and then dinner and

music.

Slept well in a very warm room and cosy bed.

Breakfast was a feast.

The Opening Ceremony consisted of a gong being sounded and all of us walking in silence around the beautiful surrounds – bush like with birds singing – a sort of

powhiri.

On reassembling in the room we were read a message from Dan & Linda.  What I hadn’t realized was that this was the first time a Mentorship programme had been conducted anywhere without them and this is their new direction, giving ownership of the Virtues Project to anyone who wants to participate.  Whilst it felt strange not having them there gently guiding us, a “kiwi” approach emerged confidently yet gently to the pleasure of all present.

The first session demonstrated the Virtues in action as two Principals from local schools outlined their programmes and how they work effectively.  One school even has its entire front fence painted with the virtues.

Peter Blanks, one of the 9 Taupo Virtues Connection, gave us an insight into the

possibilities of the Virtues in business and what they have planned  for  the Taupo area in the area of service at cafes, shops and businesses.

Fay Greenslade is completing a doctorate on “Peer Collegial Support in Schools”.

She gave a very professional laptop presentation outlining the research work she is involved in, utilizing teacher participants who have introduced The Virtues into their curriculums and the positive effects.  The emphasis was on the consultative and reflective aspects necessary to perfect the programmes.

Gil Paki spoke of utilizing the Virtues in his work with child abuse and especially within the Maori communities up North.

We had an opportunity to share Virtues stories – our own specific programmes – with the participants.  Judy Dixon, Principal of Frankton School, Hamilton, amazed us all with the thorough implementation of virtues into all aspects of her school and the positive results gained.   Questions were asked about how to successfully get the Virtues into the communities, especially to the parents.  The concept of the “Thinking Room” was explained – instead of detention the student who needs disciplining is sent to the Thinking Room which effectively is a Virtues room where the student ascertains which virtue he/she needs to work on and has access to details/ideas as to how to implement it.

Ellen and Sheldon Ramer introduced the “Pace for Grace” book and its implementation into our lives and others; messages from Linda; and Sheldon explained how as a phsyco-therapist he incorporates the virtues into his work

resulting in beneficial results.

That evening after dinner Sam Te Tau took us through a meditation followed by the opportunity to express what we felt and saw during that meditation through Art.  For those of us, myself included, who have not done any art at all it was a very interesting experience.  Radha Sahar sang some of her beautiful music.

Radha has produced the Pace for Grace CD.

What was to me the most exciting presentation occurred on Sunday morning.

Dr Rodger Spiller is an accountant, a money manager, a business consultant

and a basically nice guy who attends and runs personal development courses

mainly for men and focuses on the Virtues. He does more than this: he walks the talk in every way in Virtues.  It was inspiring and for me and a lightbulb went on as I learnt ways to present the virtues to the business sector.

Then Kay Miller, who is a business coach and one of the NZ Virtues Trust members, took us deeper into the aspects of spiritual companioning.  We split into groups of  planners, companions, observers  and  silent ones. Then a planner chose a companion with an observer.  The planner unloaded to the companion who took notes and asked questions. The observer contributed as well.  The results were typed up and handed to the planner for further action.  It was fun and instructive. An amazing workshop, very productive.

At the beginning of the weekend we were given a virtue card.  Now at the end of the weekend we had to say how that related to us, the weekend and what other virtues came into play.  We were then invited to collect a virtue stone from the centre circle and we were given a pumice carved momento.  I should mention that in the centre of the room there was an ever changing centre piece of flowers, rocks, candles, colourful ribbons, rugs etc. It was awesome.

For me I initially received  justice. I decided I need to practice steadfastness and the  stone I selected was moderation.

We scattered to the four winds from about 2pm.  I remained and chatted with

Heather Simpson and the Ramers.  Then Gini who is a social worker in Taupo took me to the airport.  I flew back with Penny from Australia.

Penny is arranging the First Virtues Project Global Mentorship in Brisbane

14/16 July 2006.  Prior to this there will be several workshops (to be advised).

Email contact: huppatzd@senet.com.au  or ravenswil@bigpond.com
In conclusion, the Taupo Virtues Connection comprising nine people from the community at large did an awesome job in arranging this weekend.  REAP, which stands for Rural Education Activities Programmes, is the driving force behind the committee due to the fact they have “paid” personnel who happen to believe in the Virtues Project. And of course tremendous support was forthcoming from the NZ Virtues Trust, based in Wellington. 

An awesome weekend of learning, making new friends, fun, sharing experiences

and commitment.

Jolene Bosanquet

