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MESSAGE TO MENTORSHIP FROM THE FOUNDERS


Taupo, New Zealand October 2005 


Kia ora, dear ones. How we wish that we could be physically present with you at this Mentorship gathering in Taupo. We are certainly with you in spirit. New Zealand is a true homeland of The Virtues Project. It has been, ever since Margaret Ross Mohamed brought in the first Virtues Guide from Canada in the early 1990’s. 


This has been a year of deep and prayerful discernment for the founders, bringing us back to the awareness that this Project is in its very soul a grass roots initiative that cannot be over-managed or controlled but only guided and encouraged. On a walking meditation in Hanmer Springs, I was shown that Aotearoa is the Flag Ship for this grass roots Project. Virtues Trust New Zealand has long understood this. It was the first NGO to form in the world. Now there are 3 others in Fiji, Netherlands, and Korea. The Trust is a model of unified and purposeful leadership. The facilitators across New Zealand have shown initiative, unity and faithfulness to the integrity of the Project. Radha’s virtues music is heard around the world. Kiwis such as Margaret and Nizar Mohamed, Sue Ferguson, Claire Ngwira, Beth Lew and Gilbert Paki have spread seeds to Europe, India and Asia and the Pacific Islands. Kay Miller, Jonathan Rishworth and Ellen Ramer made up the majority of our international leadership team in the past 2 years. Marion Bower has been a voice of wisdom at special moments when she knew just what we needed to hear. Schools in Palmerston North and other communities are models of total integration of The Virtues Project in school culture. You have hosted the global mentorship conference for many years. Next year, in July, is the first time it will be hosted by another country, your neighbor Australia. 


Your excellence and devotion are truly a touchstone for all of us in the international Virtues Project family. And, we have long felt that all of New Zealand is sacred ground. May this mentorship give each and every one of you an experience of true companioning, fresh ideas to inspire you, and a deepening of your joy and confidence. 


We send you our deepest love and gratitude.


Arohanui


Linda, Dan and John
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